
 

 

The Cuckoo and the Warbler - point of view of the warbler. 
 

The sun dawns bright through the small hole in my nest. Spring is 

here, which means summer is on its way. I hear the first cuckoo 

call ring through the forest. My stomach tells me it's hungry and 

even though my chicks haven’t hatched yet I reassure them that 

I’ll be back soon. I leave but, in my peripheral vision, I can see a 

cuckoo very near to my nest. I think nothing of it and continue to 

search for food. When I come back I feel like something is differ-

ent with my eggs but I tell myself that the breeze must have 

blown my nest which would have moved my eggs around. Many 

days go by before the first egg hatches. The chick starts to beg 

me for food as soon as it’s out of the egg. I fly off in search of 

food but the amount that I would usually feed one of my chicks 

is not enough. This chick devours a large amount of food but 

constantly begs for more. When I return there are no eggs in the 

nest, but there is no time to question this because as soon as the 

chick sees me it starts frantically calling my name. I feed the 

chick the same amount of food that I would give 4-5 of my 

chicks normally. This goes on for two long weeks before I notice 

that this chick can’t fit in my nest. The chick hangs precariously 

on the top of the nest instead. It still calls out for food even 

though it's bigger than me “more, more, more” he chants. It 

makes my ears ring. But I keep feeding him. One day when I 

came back to the nest there was no chick, there was no chick 

chanting for food. In the distance I see the chick alongside 

many other cuckoos. It looks like it belongs. How come my chick 

doesn’t look like my normal chicks when they leave the nest? I 

may never know but I’m glad of the peace and quiet.  
 

By Becki Lowe 

Room 5 

Have you ever smelled summer? 
Sure you have. 
Remember that time you climbed the sand 
dune. 
You were hot and fell into the sand. 
Remember how the nice hot sand smelled. 
That was summer! 
 
By Konnor Sowerby 
Room 17 
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PRINCIPAL’S KORERO 
Tēnā koutou, talofa, bula, kia orana, hallo, hola, 

namastē, kamusta ka yung lahat, mālō e lelei, 

konnichi wa and merhaba. 
 

Welcome to all of our new learners and their 

whānau who have joined us recently. 
 

Wow……  It is hard to believe that we have 

already reached the end of term 2. Check out our 

photo collage which shows some of the many 

events we were involved in this term. 
 

We hosted Ruawai Primary School for our bi-

annual Sports challenge last Friday. It was an 

absolutely fantastic day. The day started with a 

very impressive whakatau to welcome our 

visitors. Our kids sang and spoke beautifully. We 

were very proud of them all. The sports challenges 

were played in a wonderful spirit and our school’s 

Takiwira Values were on full display. I would 

sincerely like to thank everyone who made this 

day possible (you know who you are)  - Very much 

appreciated! 
 

There will be some construction work going on at 

school during the school holidays. Rooms 16 & 17 

are receiving an internal facelift with new carpet, 

autex and paint. We are also converting their 

cloak bas into break-out spaces for their 

students.  There will also be a new roof structure 

over their deck to provide shade and shelter. A 

new fence is  being built around the school 

pool. We also hope to have the sandpit and swing 

completed by the time our students return. 
 

Over the past few weeks, I have been canvassing 

the community for potential businesses that would 

like to support our school through some form of 

sponsorship.  Below are the 4 businesses who have 

put their hand up to sponsor our new Inter-house 

teams. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next step is to get our house shirts designed, 

supplied and ready for sale in time for our next 

inter-house competition. Providing a healthy inter-

house competition is really important, as it 

provides a sense of pride, community and 

ownership which our tamariki will remember for a 

long time. I can still remember the houses that I 

was a member of during my time at school. Mr L 

has some great ideas in regards to building this 

culture of participation. 
 

As a staff, we have really noticed the importance 

of discussing RESILIENCE / MANAWAROA with our 

tamariki. We see this as a hugely important value 

and learning disposition when it comes to learning 

new skills, dealing with conflict, and even 

managing minor bumps and scratches. We would 

really encourage you to reinforce this language at 

home when you are teaching your kids strategies 

to deal with different challenges and issues. Your 

child will know exactly what you mean as they 

hear this language all day at school. 
 

Thank you for a fantastic term 2 and we look 

forward to seeing you next term. 
 

Ngā mihi nui   

Curtis Gaylor 

Principal / Tumuaki 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

HIP HOP DANCE  

LESSONS 

Tuesdays - starting  

after the holidays 

 

Dargaville Primary School 

6 Week Session $30 

 

Junior Level: Years 1-4  

3:15 to 4:00pm 

Intermediate Level: Years 5-8  

4:15 to 5;00pm 

 
To enrol please phone Anita in 

the school library. 

0220474849  

DPS NETBALL 2021 

Congratulations to all  our stu-

dents who took part in the Junior 

6v6 Netball Competition and the 

Future Ferns programme this year. 

It was amazing to see everybody 

using our school values out in the 

community. 

A big thank you to our coaches, 

Natasha Smith and Ella Pyke for 

your hard work and dedication. I 

would also like to thank our um-

pires Michelle Tetuhi, Milly Llewell, 

Alesha White and Francie Pyke. 

Without all these people and our 

supportive parents it would not 

have been possible. 

Ngā mihi  

Ange Nash 

DPS ALLSTARS 

DPS BELIEVERS 

DPS Believers had an amaz-

ing season. They wanted to 

win all their games and they 

did. They trained hard, were 

committed to their team, 

played as a team, listened to 

feedback on how to improve 

their  netball skills and had 

fun. I am very proud to have 

been their coach this year. 

Ka pai! 

A big thanks to Ange Nash for 

all her hard work prior and 

during netball season.  

Michelle our ref and Judy 

Harding for taking our team 

photos. Thank you very much. 

Miss Smith 

PTA FUNDRAISER 

School Disco 

For all ages 

Friday 6 August  

Dargaville Town Hall 

5:30-7pm 

Children must be dropped off and 

picked up in the hall foyer. 

Tickets $2, for sale next term. 

Food will be available for purchase. 


