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PRINCIPAL’S KORERO
Tēnā koutou, talofa, bula, kia orana, hallo, hola,
namastē, kamusta ka yung lahat, mālō e lelei,
konnichi wa and merhaba.
Welcome to 2021! We look forward to meeting
our new whānau and working with you all
throughout the year
This year we have 3 strategic goals that we are
working towards;
1. Hauora/Wellbeing:
A - To empower our tamariki and staff to
effectively regulate their emotions. We will
be looking at a program called ‘The Zones
of Regulation’ for this.

PLASTIC BOTTLE TOPS
Room 3 are collecting plastic bottle top
lids (from milk bottles etc) to make an
art work. If you have any please drop
them off to Room 3 thanks . House
points will be awarded.

LIBRARY NEWS
Lucky Book orders close
Friday 19 February 2021

2. Future Focused:
A - To develop & design our DPS graduate
profile
B - To revitalise the teaching & learning of Te Ao
Māori
C - To create a curriculum with curiosity,
creativity & purpose
D - To engage in effective evaluation

3. Creative & Physical Spaces:
A - Design & build the creative & physical spaces
for our school
Our school will have a very different look to it by
the end of this year. Construction has begun for
our playspaces. Harrisons have been in and
ripped up the tarseal so that we can prepare
drainage and begin the building of the
retaining. A massive thankyou to our PTA for
your hard work last year which paid for the
expenses of this. We have hopefully sourced
some logs and large river stones which will be
delivered over the next few weeks. What we are
seeking now is the building materials for the
retaining and sandpits. If there is anyone with an
account at Carters or ITM, we would be truly

grateful if you could help contribute to this by
giving me a dollar amount that you would like to
donate and I will coordinate it with your supplier.
The first stage of our rebranding is almost
complete. Most of our new signage has been
erected and is looking great. Our new astroturf
will begin later this term. A big thank you to
Samantha Burr for the amazing mural of our
school values that she has painted and donated
to us. Our goal is to create an INCLUSIVE
environment that EMPOWERS our tamariki to
express themselves whether it is via their
physical attributes and skills or via their creative
and INNOVATIVE minds. We also want our
environment to have a place for everyone.
As a school we are promoting our three school
values, WHAKAUTE / RESPECT,
MANAWAROA / RESILIENCE and ATAWHAI /
KINDNESS, we will continue to focus on
these values throughout the year. We really
encourage you to use this same language to
reinforce these at home also.
Currently, we have started the year with a roll of
371 students in 17 classes. It is wonderful to
welcome Miss Smith back to room 2 this year.
Whaea Karla will be facilitating classroom
release time for our teachers.
Term 1 will be busy with classes involved in
camps, trips, swimming, and focusing on learning
goals. Our Tuakana / Middle syndicate is having
a big day out at the Adrenalin Park in
Whangārei. As part of our Turangawaewae unit,
our junior syndicate is busy organising an
overnight camp at Tangiteroria later this term,
and our seniors are looking at doing a trip out to
Matakohe to explore the local landmarks that
have historical significance to us. Please get
involved in these activities if you have the
opportunity.
Cont…

COMMUNITY EVENTS

PRINCIPAL’S KORERO continued
Swimming is underway. Swimming is a very
important part of our school curriculum.
Please ensure that your child has their togs,
towel, swim cap and a separate bag to keep
these in.
Hats and sunscreen are a must at this time of
the year. We do have sunscreen available at
school however, it is much appreciated if you
could please apply your child’s first smothering before school.
Afternoon buses are a real logistical challenge. Please ensure that you let our office
know of any changes before 2.30pm. We
need either a phone call or a note from home
(especially for our juniors)
We still want to encourage our parents and
caregivers to meet their child at the gates rather than waiting for your child outside their
classroom. The less disruption at the end of
the day the better it is for our kids, as this is
often a time where key information is being
provided, so we need our kids’ full attention. It
is also really important that you only cross the
road at our specific road crossing points. Cars
and buses are pulling out to depart, so we
need to minimise any risk of an incident. We
really appreciate your support with these requests.
The breakfast club is underway. Monday and
Tuesdays = Room 9 (Thanks to Miss Forbes
and Mrs Papesch), Wednesday to Friday =
Hall (Thanks to Cornerstone Children). The
breakfast club is for ALL tamariki. Encourage
your child to come in for a top-up before class
starts.

As we get into routines, let us continue to value the learning and success of our children
by working together! We do require your help
as whānau to contribute to your child’s development.

Communication is key, so make sure you
are talking to teachers and myself.
Lunches in Schools will hopefully be up and
running for the beginning of term 2. We will
send home the menu for parents to have a
look at. On the days that your child does not
like the food that is on offer or there is no
substitute that meets the dietary requirements of your child, you will need to send a
packed lunch to school. Parents will still
need to provide a morning tea and water
bottle. We are very lucky to have this opportunity, as hundreds of other schools have
missed out.
Empire Luncheonette will not be supplying
bought lunches this year.
Our Facebook page is also a useful tool for
keeping up to date with what is happening
in our school. Social media can be a blessing and curse. It is a wonderful way to share
experiences and successes, but it can be a
terrible way to communicate, as text can often be misinterpreted. We are very deliberate and explicit about ensuring that we, as a
school, are always approachable and open
to discuss any concerns you may have.
Please understand that your child’s teacher
and myself are only a phone call away and
we are more than happy to collaborate with
you to solve any concerns or questions you
may have.
Curtis Gaylor
Tumuaki/Principal

PIANO LESSONS
Bernadette Keoghan is availbe to take piano lessons here
at school.
Her contact number is
0273735788.

Dargaville Tennis Club
Junior Tennis
Wednesdays 3.30pm -4.45pm
Sportsville Tennis Courts
Starts 24 February 2021
Bring a drink and some shoes.
Bring a racket if you have one or we can supply
one in the interim.
All ages welcome - Free- Coaching available
Runs for six weeks finishes 31 March 2021
Contact Chris Fife 0274 951 552

