TERM 4 CALENDAR 2020

OCTOBER
12 First Day of Term
23 Body Jam

26 LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

30 Show Day

NOVEMBER
4 NW Agricultural Cenfral Day

9 Mr 4 Eyes—Free optometry assessment for our learners
27 DPS Athletics
DECEMBER

3 Science Day @ DHS—Seniors

4 Adventure Race at Kai-iwi Lakes

10 Prize giving — Last day of school.

—
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VALUES

SENIOR SPEECH COMPETITION
Congratulations to Wil Douglas on winning this years speech

competition, Hazel Jenyns was placed second and Paige Patti-

son was third.

Other finalists were Ella Randall, Kiana Jamieson, Alexis Keller,
Sesalina Latavao, Kaylee Jamieson, Ryan Finey and Cameron
Mager. Well Donel!
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PRINCIPAL'S KORERO

Tena koutou, Talofa, Bula, Kia orana, Hallo,
Namaste, Kamusta ka yung lahat, Malo e lelei,
and konnichi wa.

Welcome to all new learners and their whanau.

As ferm 3 comes to an end, it is nice to reflect on
the resilience and adaptability demonstrated by
our learners, staff and community. Everyone
adjusted quickly to the requirements of Alert
Level 2, and school-life was able to confinue as
normal as possible.

Thanks to everyone who was able to participate
in our community survey regarding our bell-times
frial. We also surveyed our learners and staff.
The vast majority of all respondants preferred the
new bell times, however, we did receive some
very constructive feedback regarding how we
can further strengthen the idea. One common
theme was that we need to ensure that our
learners are explicitly made aware that they can
eat at the beginning of lunch, if they are hungry.
Another common theme was reviewing the
amount of time allocated to eating. For some of
our slow grazers, we need to be more flexible in
allowing them more time to eat their lunch. We
will continue with the current structure for term 4.
School will continue to officially commence at
8.50. There will be a further 10 minutes before the
first bell rings.This 10 minutes is to enable our
learners time to connect with their teacher and
friends before instruction begins. This 10 minutes
is fo also provide our parents time to catch up
with their child’s teacher without the pressure of
having to rush before the bell rings. | encourage
all parents to take advantage of this opportunity
as the stronger the connection is between home
and school, the more positive the outcomes are

for our learners.

The Government is currently infroducing a free,
healthy, daily school lunch in some schools for all
students.

We are really excited to let you know that our
school will be joining the free lunch programme
in 2021.

All parents want to provide their children with a
lunch every day. But, as you will know, there are
many reasons parents can struggle, often
through no fault of their own. We know that
some of you will have been particularly affected
by the economic impact of the COVID-19
pandemic. Offering a lunch for all our children
who need it will go some way to helping families
and whanau to support their children and
tamariki. This is why we have decided to take
part in this programme.

Lunches will cater for the diet, health and
cultural needs of our students, and we will work
with suppliers and the Ministry of Education to
make sure they are healthy and nutritious. All
suppliers will be required to meet New Zealand
food safety standards.

The lunches will be available for all our students.
While we know there are hungry children in
every community, we do not always know who
they are. Providing a lunch to every child means
we do not need to single-out those who need it
more than others. However, lunches are not
compulsory, and you can continue to provide
your child’s own lunch if you wish.

The programme wiill run until the end of 2021 and
will be evaluated whilst it is running. This will
include feedback from schools, students and
suppliers about what the lunches are like, how
they are delivered, and if they have
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All students are to wear sun
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23 September 2020 NEWSLETTER RETURN
Students Name: Room:

| have read the DPS Newsletter.
Parents signature: House:




